
 

 

 

 

Coming Attractions 10 Feb: Maritime Museum  
In keeping with our tradition of arranging a visit to somewhere 
different for our February meeting, this year arranged for 

CANANZ members to visit Maritime Museum with a guided 

tour of the scow TED ASHBY.  

 
 We also, fingers crossed, may be given a guided tour of the tug 

WILLIAM C DALDY (arrangements are still proceeding for 

this).    

  
 Normally the museum is closed on a Monday night, so there is a cost 
to CANANZ for this meeting.  We ask those of you who are able to 

attend to bring $10 each to help pay our way.  To join this visit 
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please meet outside the entrance to the Maritime Museum between 
7:20 and 7:30pm. 
 
Members are also invited (at their own expense) to join the 

committee at the Waterfront Cafe for a pre-meeting dinner 

starting at around 6pm (ask at the door for the CANANZ table).  At 
167-171 Quay Street on the Viaduct Basin. 
 
Since we are not meeting at Richmond Yacht Club in February, this 
means that the Library will not be open.  If you have any items that 
you wish to return then please bring them to our meeting at the 
Maritime Museum and hand them to one of our committee members.  
-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-= 

Summer cruise  

We have taken into account the tides and 

decided upon 22 February (low at 1930hr 

local).  

We intend to pick a site in the Kawau area 

depending on the weather. Stay tuned to our 

website  
. 

 

--=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=- 

We need more people on our committee 

 
We are currently running the CANANZ committee with just three people. The 

committee quorum is three, so if one of us goes on holiday or is incapacitated 

for any reason then no official business can be conducted and this means 

CANANZ is very close to going defunct. The situation is nigh-on untenable.  

We need someone to help us out for the goodness of the Association. Please 

consider joining our committee at this year’s AGM in April. All that you are 

committing to is an hour or so on every second Monday of each odd month.  

About six hours over the next year.  We take turns hosting the meetings either 

at each other’s home or on each other’s boat, and this gives us the chance to 

learn from each other regarding tricks and tips of boat setup and design. 

If you would like to join the CANANZ committee please let me know at 

bobmcdavitt@hotmail.com 



H28 Boat Show 

The H28 Yacht Owners Association is planning an event called the “H28 Yacht 

Promotion Day”, to inform interested people about this class of boat.  

This event is being held in the Viaduct, by the Emirates Team NZ Base, from 10am to 3 

pm on Saturday February 15th, 2014.  They plan to have approximately six H28 

members’ boats on display for people to look through, ask questions and to generally 

provide an opportunity for people interested in learning about this class of boat.   

It is their 40th Anniversary year – 40 years since the H28 Yacht Owners Association 

began. They are planning a Regatta over ANZAC weekend and an Anniversary dinner on 

May 24th.   

On the lighter side 
I was barely sitting down when I heard a voice from the other toilet saying: 

'Hi, how are you?'  

 

I'm not the type to start a conversation in the restroom but I don't know what got 

into me, so I answered, somewhat embarrassed, ‘Doin' just fine!' 

 

And the other person says: ‘So what are you up to?' 

What kind of question is that? At that point, I'm thinking this is too bizarre so I 

say: 'Uhhh, I'm like you, just traveling!' 

 

At this point I am just trying to get out as fast as I can when I hear another 

question. 'Can I come over?' 

Ok, this question is just too weird for me but I figured I could just be polite and 

end the conversation. I tell them 

'No..I'm a little busy right now!!!' 

 

Then I hear the person say nervously... 

 

'Listen, I'll have to call you back. There's an idiot in the other toilet who keeps 

answering all my questions.' 

 

Mobile phones.....don't you just love them! 

 

”I’m a little busy right now!” 



Close to home (Part 3 of 3) 

Inner Hauraki Gulf anchorages 

Words and photos, Dr. Tom Miller                                                             Graphics, Zara Andrews 

Much of the recreational boating activity by those who cruise the inner Hauraki Gulf is 

carried out over weekends and involve two and three day excursions to favourite 

anchorages. In the case of the sailing enthusiasts these are often found on Waiheke, Rakino 

and Motutapu Islands. Given that the winds in the region are predominantly south 

westerly’s these anchorages can be reached after a few hours of easy sailing with the 

promise of a peaceful night at anchor. The downside is getting back to base next day with 

the wind now up to 25 knots and a big outgoing tide. Sailing through inner harbour channels 

under these conditions is no fun and motor sailing, while speeding up progress, is a wet and 

uncomfortable process. Most of my sailing over the last 20 years has been single handed 

and avoiding these situations has become a priority 

One answer is not to sail downwind on the outward passage. For this strategy to be 

successful alternative anchorages to those mentioned need to be available. In recent years I 

have stayed overnight regularly at a number of such anchorages and been rewarded with a 

good sleep and an easy return sail. The suggestions I have in mind will not suit everyone as, 

for many, dropping anchor in the company of other boats is part of the boating experience. 

Some however are just as comfortable in a quiet bay with a few seagulls for company and 

the possibility of an easy sail back to base. In the previous two newsletters we have shown 

six such places. The following are four more such suggestions. 

 

Administration Bay: Admin Bay on the northern coast of Motutapu Island is 

often described as having foul ground on its west side with Sandy bay in the 

south east corner as the preferred anchorage.  I beg to differ with this advice 

and while not denying that Sandy Bay is an attractive anchorage  often prefer 

to use the delightful, unnamed, bay in the south west corner. The approach 

requires the skipper to consult a chart (Tamaki Strait and approaches, NZ5324) 

but passage into the bay from 36o44.60, 174o54.10 between the two reef 

formations is wide and unobstructed. Deep water can be found 50 m off the 

beach which is backed by a protective cliff face. Best in winds with a southerly 

component. Enjoy.  



 

 

Maori Garden Bay: We have all anchored in Woody and West Bays on Rakino 

Island and had plenty of company but how many have ventured around to the 

eastern side of the Island to Maori Garden bay. Chart inspection probably puts 

most people off as it shows a rocky foreshore with few redeeming features. In 

reality it can be a pleasant anchorage with good shelter in the lee of high 

ground in south west around to north- west winds. The holding is described as 

hard sand and rock but I have not had any problems digging in an anchor. 

Locating the anchorage is not a problem. If approaching from the south sail 

past Sandy Bay with its prominent Island to a point at 36o43.11, 174o57.40 and 

you are almost there. If coming from the north stand well off the north -east 



headland as the reef that extends from this point covers at high water and runs 

out for at least 100m. You have been warned. In the case if a wind shift there is 

no shortage on alternative anchorages nearby. Try it and relish the peace and 

views back to Waiheke Island and the Coromandel Peninsula.  

 

 

Karaka Bay: This bay lies inside West Tamaki Head at the “mouth” of the 

Tamaki estuary. In the past it was a populated with a number of boats on 

swing moorings. Not so today although there are still a few boats moored 



there. Casual anchoring is possible off the beach at 36o51.10, 174o52.90 in line 

with the outermost mooring buoys. The high ground behind the residents’ 

cottages provides excellent shelter in south- west winds. An occasional roll 

from the passing of the Half Moon Bay ferry can be annoying during the day 

but a peaceful night is the norm. Suggestions for use include an alternative to 

Islington Bay where, at least, your anchor will come up clean or a stopover on 

the way back from the bottom end.  

 

Onetaunga Bay: The location of this one will have even the Gulf experts 

guessing and for good reasons. Actually it is an upper harbour bay around the 

headland from Kauri Point and the naval reserve. As a defence area it has an 

ordinance that restricts anchoring to 200 m off the beach but at 36o49.28, 174o 

41.70 this is not a problem. The upper harbour is a once a year excursion for 

me and always rewarding. For the adventurous, try sailing up under the 

Greenhithe Bridge and anchoring at the entrance to the Lucas creek (36o46.30, 

174o38.00). From there, fire up the outboard and head up the creek.  

Sometime later, after a passing through rural countryside, you will eventually 

find yourself within a short walk of Albany’s main street. A flat white and 

muffin before heading back downstream will add to a memorable outing. Work 

the tides in this area.  

The majority of the anchorages described lie under cliffs or high ground. While 

these features provide useful shelter a downside is that the nearby seabed 

may not provide the anchor friendly conditions found off sandy beaches. Care 

therefore needs to be taken to ensure that the anchor is dug in before retiring 



below to relax. A similar caution also needs to be voiced when approaching 

these anchorages for the first-hand subsequent, times. The co-ordinates 

provided should be used as a guide and the approach made ONLY after a 

careful study of an appropriate chart and observing basic pilotage principles. 

Get out there and add some new anchorages to the boat’s log.  

 

Thanks to Tom Miller for this article.   

 

If any other members have some item they would like to contribute to our 

newsletter please forward to bobmcdavitt@hotmail.com   

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=--=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-= 


