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April 2017 meeting
The April meeting will be held at the normal date, namely the second Monday of the month which in April
will fall on the 10th. Please do attend if you possibly can.
This meeting is our AGM, it starts with President’s shout at 7:30pm and ends with a talk by Andrea Boyd
and Terry Street of the SV ARGONAUTA – Tales from around the Red Sea.
When : Monday 10th April at 1930h
Where: Richmond Yacht Club, 173 Westhaven Drive, Herne Bay, Auckland
Guest Speaker: Andrea Boyd and Terry Street of SV ARGONAUTA

info@cananz.org.nz

Cruising & Navigation Association of NZ Inc., PO Box, 564, Auckland 1140

www.cananz.org.nz

A note from your editor
Sadly nothing from our Tom Miller this time. Hopefully Tom will have
something for our next issue. Tom, as a member of the medical
profession, I’m sure you know about keeping regular… Hope your
blockage will be sorted in time for the next News Letter!
CANANZ SUMMER CRUISE.
The summer cruise to Mahurangi, up to the Warkworth Town Jetty and a
visit to the Bridge House Lodge Cafe was a great success. Close
Encounters, Delia, Taliesin, Le Canard Bleu, Fantail and Southern
Venture all being in attendance. Basil and Bob came up by car and met us
at the jetty.
Everyone reported they had a good time, Steve Plank tells the story in his
article.
CANANZ OPEN DAY
Thanks to Close Encounters, La Chica, Skookum and Pink Cadillac for flying the CANANZ flag and being
open for viewing outside the Squadron. We had quite a few visitors and a good time was had by all who
attended.
Stephen Plank has loaded heaps of photos from the Open Day for our newsletter at
https://goo.gl/photos/dANwJnHGDBRyCNeo9 feel free to use the link and browse, you do not need a
Google account to see the photos.
The winner of the lucky draw at the Open Day for the $60 Burnsco gift card was Nathan & Cathy. They
keep a boat in Westhaven so I’m sure they will find the gift useful.
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS
If you have forgotten about your subs, Basil would very much appreciate payment of $30.00 by internet
banking or a cheque to our PO Box, or bring cash or a cheque to our meeting. You do need to be a paid up
member to vote on the new committee members or to be a committee member. So please make sure you are
fully paid up before the AGM starts.
MONTHLY PLEADING!
My dear readers my monthly plea, please submit your stories and articles. Please write! We all have stories
to tell, they do not have to be tales of daring do in the southern ocean or extensive cruises to Fiji or the
Caribbean Islands, even an afternoons pottering around the backwaters of Auckland will provide many an
entertaining story.
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You can send anything for publication direct to me. My email is paul@bathroomdirect.co.nz

Forward from our President
Hi from President Bob,
What a wonderful summer cruise, up the Mahurangi river to the Bridge House
Restaurant in Warkworth. Thanks to the organisers for looking after the logistics
of a memorable event.
Thanks also to members who were able to email some assistance to Bob and Bev
of SV ICAROS who recently visited Auckland and sent us an email asking for
some help. It’s good to see that our hospitality objective is working out.
And thanks to Basil for arranging our participation in the Westhaven Marian Open Day on Sunday 19
March. Thanks to CLOSE ENCOUNTERS, LA CHICA, SKOOKUM and PINK CADILLAC for flying the
CANANZ flag and being open for viewing outside the Squadron.
Next meeting is our AGM. Our 40th AGM. CANANZ can be proud of its development and ability to
adapt over the decades. You should have received your official invitation by now. Please check that you are
financial (have paid your subs), or if you are unable to attend and would like us to record your apologies,
then please let me know at bobmcdavitt@hotmail.com.
At the AGM our Treasurer since 1998, Basil Orr, is stepping down. I’d like to record our appreciation to
Basil for being able to steer us calmly and keep us clear of the financial rocks. He has also managed to run a
tight budget, for I do not know of any other organisation able to do as much as we do on an annual sub of
$30.
We now need new people on our committee, and I’d like to make a plea for you to nominate someone or
agree to be nominated to join the committee.
Also, in line with CANANZ adding an hospitality arm to structure, we have resurrected our Facebook page,
so like us at https://www.facebook.com/CANANZ-179587015549018/ and please post photos of your
summer holidays to share.
All the best,
President Bob

CANANZ March 2017 Newsletter

Page 3

Our own sailing cat - Latest!
Skatty Has had to take on a new role as sailmaker these last few weeks. A friend who has a junk rigged
Raven 26 “Fantail” is making a new sail for his junk. Skatty has the important role of guiding Bryan through
the process as Bryan has never made a sail before but Skatty has assisted with the making of four junk sails
to date. That being so he has valuable insights to offer. Skatty is also very good at cheering Bryan up when
he at times finds out that it’s not always easy. You can find Skatty’s Facebook page here if you have not
already bookmarked it. https://www.facebook.com/straussvonskattebol/

Skatty says!
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Update from the CANANZ Cruise – Stephen Plank
On Saturday 25th February we had the CANANZ summer
cruise and it was amazing!!! The sailors met at 4.30pm
around Grant's Island, up from Scots landing, and proceeded
up the river. Rivers are a tad different to open water
navigation and a lot of fun! We had 4 dinghies from
Southern Venture, Taliesin, Close Encounters and Delia.
Paul Thompson, quickly overtook the Dinghy fleet aboard
Le Canard Bleu while Basil and Bob made their way by car.
They say that cruisers never race unless they spy another
yacht. Dinghies are no exception. And although we weren’t
racing Close Encounter, with her 5 POB handicap were the
clear winners.
The cement work were amazing. These structures have been
in existence since 1880’s, once employed 180 people
and produced 20k tonnes per annum.
According to legend there have been many reports of
mysterious shadow apparitions moving amongst the
stones, lights, screams and strange ghostly sounds
coming from deep within the crumbling ruins.
However after much poking around no spirits revealed
themselves. Next time we’re try harder.
Total distance from (Close Encounters) was 5.5nm
which took us just over an hour. We eventually made
it do Warkworth Wharf where Bob graciously
received us and led us to the pub for a beer. And it
was a great beer!
The Bridge House Lodge Cafe was also great. The
table was packed, many beverages were consumed
and eventually it came time for us to leave.
We cast-off at 10pm. The plan was to follow Ebyn & Annie (Taliesin), who would follow Chris & Liz
(Southern Venture).
It was dark. It was also mesmerising following the river, under moonlight and listening to the night life.
We had a few speed-bumps, like running out of gas and going light-blind after Ian demonstrated his 2000
watt headlamp to us all.
We were hopelessly lost for direction and thanks to our GPS we finally made it home. When we finally
approach our boat someone remarked “Nice yacht...love the red and green reflectors” to which I responded
“That's Close Encounter!!”
Thank you Basil and Bob for organising an awesome event. By far the best event yet.
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Coming Home from the Westhaven Open Day...
La Chica was caught by one of the Auckland web cams. By the merest of chance, someone posted it on
Facebook where the boat in the photo was identified as La Chica (LC) and I was notified.
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More Summer Cruise Photos…

At the town dock

Oopsy!
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Editor Paul Thompson’s future boat?...
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