
Monday 14 meeting.  RYC opens  7:30PM, Guest speaker at 8pm 

Guest speaker:  John MacIntosh  

John will be talking about his trip last winter to French Polynesia then working west 
through the islands on his catamaran Katariana (Ron Given 14.5m x 7.2m), including 
storms and repairs. 

From https://www.lifestyle-yachts.co.nz/boat.php?id=1  

Katariana  is  built  to  be   offshore  
capable and live-aboard friendly.  It 
has double cabins aft, to keep the 
weight out of the bows for offshore 
sailing. There are toilets in both hulls 
and a large shower in the starboard 
hull. There is a well equipped galley 
and fold-down bunks in the forward  
workshop. Katariana has all the com-
forts of home, with a huge saloon 
and a massive cockpit area, this 
makes the boat perfect to entertain a  
large number of guests at the same 
time. 

 
KOWHAI CRUISE : 
Looking at tides ,  This is likely to be Nov 10th .  We’ll email again closer to the time  
 
Tim Ridge  

It is with a sad and heavy heart that I inform you of the recent rapid 
death of Tim Ridge, on Friday 27 September (age 79).   
 
Many of our members will remember him as  a  Master  Mariner, 
senior partner for BOAT BOOKS, and long term member of CANANZ. 
 
He served on our committee and acted as  Secretary for a few years.  
 

Sept  2019 

https://www.lifestyle-yachts.co.nz/boat.php?id=1


 
A FLUKE OF NAVIGATION 
 
The passenger steamer SS 
Warrimoo was quietly knifing 
its way through the waters of 
the mid-Pacific on its way from 
Vancouver to Australia. The 
Navigator had just finished 
working out a star fix and 
brought the Master, Captain 
John Phillips, the result. 
The ship’s position was LATI-
TUDE 0o 31’ N and LONGITUDE 
179o 30’ S. The date was 31 
December 1899. 
 

“Do you know what this means?” First Mate Payton asked. “We are only a few miles 
from the intersection of the Equator and the International Date Line”. 
 
Captain Phillips was prankish enough to take full advantage of the opportunity to 
achieve the navigational freak of a lifetime. He called his Navigators to the Bridge to 
check and recheck the ship’s position. He changed course slightly so as to bear directly 
on his mark. Then he adjusted the engine speed. The calm weather and clear night 
worked in his favour. 
 
At midnight the Master ensured that the Warrimoo lay still on the Equator at exactly the 
point where it crossed the International Date Line! 
 
The consequences of this bizarre position were many. The forward part (bow) of the 
ship was in the Southern Hemisphere and the middle of summer. The rear (stern) was in 
the Northern Hemisphere and in the middle of winter. The date in the aft part of the 
ship was 31 December 1899. Forward the date was 1 January 1900. 
 
The ship was, therefore, not only in two different DAYS, two different MONTHS, two 
different YEARS, and two different SEASONS, but also in two different CENTURIES - all at 
the same time!!! 
 
AMAZING !!! 
 
Submitted by Andrea Boyd , a long-term member and  , for several years, a  serving  
committee  member for CANNZ  
 



Old Man Southerly (Bob McDavitt) 
To understand the peculiarities of the old man southerly, we must first 
understand the rhythms of the sub-tropical ridge. 

New Zealand’s location  

New Zealand is located midway between equator and pole. Although our 
prevailing winds are westerlies, we occasionally get winds from the chilly 
Southern Ocean or the warm moist tropics. Because these masses of air 
are of radically different density, when they encounter each other they clash rather than 
mix, forming cloud bands known as fronts. Planetary spin causes these zones of clashing 
winds to rotate, spiraling into large circular areas of lowered air pressure (called lows, 
cyclones or depressions) marked by closed isobars on weather maps. Such lows have a 
lifetime of only about three days. Most form and stay near the Southern Ocean where 
they can deepen to below 950 hPa.  

The Subtropical Ridge  

New Zealand’s weather is moulded by the subtropical ridge, a belt of high pressure 
around the globe at about 30° south, formed by the sinking of air that has risen in thun-
derstorms around the equator. This overturning of the atmosphere is powered by the 
heat of the sun, in a chaotic fashion because of clouds intermittently cutting out the 
sunshine. You can find it on a weather map by drawing a line along the main ridges, con-
necting the centres of the main highs. The subtropical ridge gets only passing mention in 
meteorology textbooks, as the zone that divides the trades winds from the ‘roaring 40s’. 
But in the New Zealand weather kitchen the subtropical ridge is the top chef. If you un-
derstand its rhythms you’ll never get caught by surprise or by the ‘old man’ southerly. 

As the sun appears to go north in our winter and south in our summer, the subtropical 
ridge follows it. This explains our seasons. The roaring 40s get their strength from the 
temperature difference between tropic and pole. This difference is strongest at the 
spring equinox (late September), when Antarctica is at its coldest and the flywheel of 
the roaring 40s extends furthest north and covers New Zealand, causing our ‘equinoctial 
gales’. At the autumn equinox (late March), the subtropical ridge is normally over cen-
tral New Zealand, giving long periods of light winds and settled weather which some call 
‘Indian Summer’. 

The subtropical ridge hugs the interior of Australia in winter, is pushed off to the Austral-
ian Bight in summer and skirts the Australian south coast in spring and autumn. Its rela-
tionship with New Zealand is much less well defined, and it sometimes weakens so 
much that lows can form and deepen over the Chatham Islands. 

El Niño weakens the subtropical ridge and tugs it north, giving us more southwesterly 
weather. La Niña strengthens the subtropical ridge and keeps it in the south, bringing us 
less southwesterly and more northeasterly weather. 

Many Kiwis take it for granted that anticyclones move along the subtropical ridge from 
west to east. This ain’t necessarily so. Anticyclones in most parts of the world stay more 



or less stationary. Our anticyclones also sometimes linger in much the same place if 
they’re held by static upper airflow patterns. These “blocking anticyclones” can distort 
the subtropical ridge. 

So, the subtropical ridge, powered by the sun in a chaotic way, has a seasonal rhythm, 
an El Niño or La Niño wobble, and can produce either migratory or blocked anticyclones. 
And when it shifts north of NZ, we may get the Old Man Southerly. 

Old Man Southerly 

This wind, named ‘old man’ by early settlers in Wellington, is part of Kiwi folklore. Sev-
eral times a year it reaches gale to storm force through Cook Strait for three or more 
days. I’m using the name here in a generic way for all southerlies that form over New 
Zealand when a low- pressure system develops or deepens in the Chatham Island area. 

 

A devastating example of this wind attacked New Zealand on St Valentine’s Day, 14 Feb-
ruary 2004, bringing over 200mm of rain in 24 hours over Wairarapa and Manawatu.  
The “demo” weather map given here is for a recent“Old Man” from 4 to 6 July 2019  

 

1. There is a strong high-pressure system wand off to the east south of Tahiti. 

2. Sub-tropical ridge is knocked to north of NZ  

3. A high pressure system near Tasmania, and a low near Chathams  

4. Almost a polar blast between the Tasmanian High and the Chathams Low. 

Normally the air around Antarctica hugs and circulates in its own space, held by winds 
called the polar vortex; but occasionally these break loose and polar air spreads north 
like a dam-burst.  We can get an ‘old man’ without a polar blast, but when these occur 
together there’s usually extreme wind and rain somewhere in New Zealand. 



Normally an “Old Man’ lasts 3 days, and often it increases in wind-speed on day 2, as the 
Low near Chathams rotates clockwise closer to Wellington. Not much effect on North-
land.  

 

The formula for snow-making is to take cold air and moisten it. An ‘old man’ southerly 
can bring snow to southern and eastern mountain slopes and close the Desert Road, but 
only if it takes in enough moisture from the tropics. As a rule of thumb, if the pressure in 
Hobart (Tasmania) gets above 1025 during winter, there will be a southerly over New 
Zealand giving snow at least to the mountains. 

 

So far this year we’ve covered three winds: the nor’wester dragon, the sou’wester alba-
tross and the southerly “old man”. Still to come are Easterlies and tropical Northeaster-
lies. Try and collect the whole series! 

 




