
Monday 9 Dec:   RYC opens  7:30PM, Guest speaker at 8pm 

Guest speaker:  Tony Whiting   

Tony and his  family has  recently returned  
from  a  round  trip of the SouthPacific on 
Taranui III and intends  to  talk   about  
“Swimming with sharks & enjoying nature at 
Suwarrow”.  

Please bring a  small  plate  of  Christmas 
nibbles 

Taranui III  is a  47 foot   (Whiting 45) 
Cutter rigged offshore  yacht.  

 
To  read a brief   account of  their  voyage  see  
https://www.yit.nz/yacht/taranui111  

 
 
KOWHAI CRUISE : 
Our  bad  luck in organising  cruises  continues.   We tried  twice  this  month.  First  the  
weather  was against us , and  on the  second  occasion we clashed  with too any other 
events and ended up cancelling .    Roll in  summer.  
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FISH FARMS AND MOORINGS 

By Jim Lott  

For past decades, Yachting NZ and the Auckland Yachting and Boating Association have 

spent a small fortune on lawyers to prevent fish farms being located in our best safe an-

chorages. Without their efforts places such as Stoney Bay at Kaikoura Island at Great 

Barrier would now be filled by mussel farms. 

 

However, anchoring out of the swell and waves at places like Rocky Bay and School-

house Bay has become an impossible dream. The leases granted for boat moorings have 

filled many of our best anchorages with buoys and chain. There is certainly no issue 

when a boat is occupying a mooring, but so often that is only for a few weeks each year. 

Empty moorings enjoy tranquillity while we enjoy bobbing up and down tugging on our 

anchors out in the slop, prevented by the mooring tackle from anchoring in shelter from 

the waves. 

 

 



During the past several years as we visited many countries in Europe and America in 

"Victoria" we have noted that in most places picking up an unused mooring rather than 

anchoring is normal practice.  

So why cannot we have the same system here? Allowing a visiting boat to use a vacant 

mooring in lieu of anchoring is entirely feasible.  

 

In answer to the plethora of 'reasons' why not: 

Moorings must now be registered with the local council and are required to be in-

spected every three years and certificated. 

Each mooring has a designated maximum boat size. 

The insurance company I worked with said they would rather have a boat on a moor-

ing than an anchor, provided the mooring was serviced and the correct size. 

 

There would certainly need to be restrictions applied, for example: 

The boat must move off if the mooring holder arrived in his boat. The owner would 

always have priority. 

There would need to be a person remaining on board capable of moving the boat. 

Time would need to be limited to less than 24 hours. 

Moorings would need to have the boat size and date of inspection marked as well as 

the registration number. 

 

Without doubt, some mooring owners would be opposed to such a scheme. But there is 

something immoral in having a lease to moor a boat, and then prevent anyone else from 

using that place of shelter even when the owner's boat is not occupying the mooring.  

As a mooring holder in Bay of Islands myself, I have encouraged anyone to make use of 

my mooring when I am not there, but it is just not normal practice in this country. 

I have talked extensively with many folk and have the support of Yachting NZ and the 

MIA to progress the concept. Aside from the obvious issues already mentioned, almost 

everyone is in support of such a change with the suggested safeguards. 

The Auckland Navigation Safety Bylaws are soon due to be renewed. When submissions 

are called, I intend to raise this issue and will keep CANNZ members in the loop.  

Jim Lott, Patron ,  CANANZ  

 



The “Easterly Eggbeater” 

By MetService Weather Ambassador, Bob McDavitt 

 

On Sunday 18 August 2019 (the day after the 
All Blacks beat Australia 36-0 at Eden Park), 
we had a small example over Northland of 
what I call an “easterly eggbeater”.  This is an 
easterly wind that is fed by a High-pressure 
system to the South and a Low-pressure system to the 
north.  Each system acts like one side of an old-fashioned 
manually controlled eggbeater (as shown here), with a 
Squash zone of enhanced winds in the middle.  The con-
verging easterly winds keep feeding moisture into the mid-

dle of the squash zone. The lowering of pressure around the low cools the 
air , turning moist air into rain, (The formula for rain making is to take moist 
air and cool it).  

 

Weather map for a recent wet Sun-
day, showing the orange-coloured 
High to the South and red-coloured 
Low to the north, combining like an 
eggbeater to produce a squash zone 
of enhanced wind and rain in be-
tween them. 

 

This was a small example of the 
easterly eggbeater.   

 

Sometimes it occurs with intense moisture, as late in March 2007. In this 
case the eggbeater effect was good enough to produce bursts of heavy rain 
that continued for two days, dropping 200 to 300 mm of rain recorded in 
many places around Northland.  

The Stone Store at Kerikeri basin late March 
2007, photo credit to Northern News 

The rainfall totals for this event were extreme: 
Maungaparerua in the hills west of Kerikeri rec-
orded 419mm in 36 hours from 12am 28th to 
noon 29

th
. Kaeo reported 328mm in the same 

time and Whangarei reported 280mmfor the 
event.  There was major flooding especially at 
Kaeo were the river burst its  banks  and  at  
Haruru falls where some buildings were 
washed away. Opua was closed off for days by 
slips.  Sewerage plants broke down at Whanga-
rei, Kawakawa, Paihia, Russell,  and Kerikeri .   



The eggbeater pattern sometimes brings extreme wind and rain.  The summer 
of 1996/7 brought two examples of “Northerly eggbeaters - cyclones FERGUS 
and DRENA. These only lasted a day and focused their heaviest rain on the 
Bay of Plenty rather than the Bay of Islands.  BOLA in March 1988 was also 
an eggbeater.  It hovered over the Gisborne area doing 150 to 200mm per day 
for 3 days.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      FERGUS 30 Dec 1996                                                      DRENA 11 Jan 1997 

The rainfall signature for the March 2007 event was typical for an intense egg-
beater.  A long period of rain at around 5 mm/hr or less (120 mm/day) for the 
middle of the eggbeater and then a burst of extremely heavy rain for about 
six hours (caused by the curvature of the incoming air turning cyclonic) be-
fore a marked clearance (as the rain band moves away sue to changing wind 
directions).  Most of New Zealand roads and drains are built to cope with in-
tensities of around 30 mm/hr for no more than two or three hours.  When a 
more extreme event comes along, the drains and streams can not cope and 
so they overflow and cause surface flooding.  If this is caused by an individu-
al cloud (a downpour) or by a convergence zone the impact is localised. How-
ever, an eggbeater with a burst of rain at the end can cover a wide area.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Beware of any intense “Easterly Eggbeater”, especially in Northland  or  
Auckland during summer. 

 SO, we have now covered the NW “Dragon”, the SW “Albatross”, the “Olde 
man Southerly”, and the “Easterly eggbeater”.   

Next time , I’ll cover  the  NE winds or “Pacific Warrior”,  completing  our  
voyage around the compass of winds for New Zealand,   

Bob McDavitt  

 

 


