
 
Kowhai Cruise 
 
The Kowhai Cruise scheduled in November was  cancelled because it clashed with other 
events and only two of us were available. 
 

Summer Cruise 
 
Maybe Sat 22 February. We will email more later 
 
 
 
 

Jan 2020 

Monday 10 February:   RYC opens  7:30PM, 

 Guest speaker at 8pm 

Guest speaker:  Steve  Ashley  

Usually we go on a tour in February, 
and this year I was thinking of a rig-
ging factory, but most riggers these 
days work from their vans. So, I        
approached Steve Ashley to give us a 
talk at RYC and he’s agreed. He will 
also talk about Short-handed sailing 
around NZ, and marine rescues that he 
has attended.  

Steve’s  rigging web page  
 https://www.riggingshop.co.nz/  

https://www.riggingshop.co.nz/


 

The Pacific Warrior  

By Bob McDavitt  

This article looks at winds from the north-east, completing our journey around the tower of the four 
winds. 

 

A couple of articles ago when we studied the “Olde man Southerly” we saw how the position of the 
subtropical ridge helps determine our seasons. The usual pattern is for the subtropical ridge to lie 
north of New Zealand so the westerly winds of the Roaring Forties on its southern side bump into our 
main ranges.  

 

Sometimes, usually during summer, the subtropical ridge shifts so far south that the easterly winds on 
its northern side (called trade winds in the tropics) affect our eastern shores. At such times, tramping 
around Northland is like visiting the subtropics, with awesome downpours.  

 

If a front swings past Chathams Islands, a new high-pressure system may grow from nothing, just east 
of New Zealand. As this “budding” high intensifies near the Chatham Islands it produces an increasing 
east to north-east wind flow spiralling out of its centre onto the eastern side of New Zealand. . This 
wind is sometimes confused with an onshore sea breeze; but   having travelled from the north east 
over more ocean than a sea breeze, it may be warmer and more humid. Also. it keeps going at night 
and cloaks the landscape with flat grey low cloud. This  explains  those nasty  days  you’ve had  camp-
ing  in  Canterbury when you thought the weather map looked settled but instead the wind came up 
and the cloud came down. You were duped by the winds on the back of a budding high. Canterburians 
curse them with the name “beastly easterlies”.  

 

“Beware the back end of a big fat high” is a saying of Kiwi meteorologists. Why? When a large high fol-
lowing the track dictated to it by the subtropical ridge moves away to the east of New Zealand, warm 
moist air dragged down from the tropics by the anti-clockwise flow accumulates on its western side. 
This air flows from the north out of the Pacific towards New Zealand. If the high is large and slow-
moving, it has time to send abnormally muggy and warm conditions towards New Zealand. Low cloud 
or fog may get trapped near the ground by the High.  



 

The recipe for rain--making requires two ingredients: moist air and a cooling wind. The ‘back end’ of a 
departing high provides the first of these, piling up moist air as fuel.. The other ingredient is brought 
by an in-coming trough of low pressure. The richness and size of the two ingredients varies tremen-
dously from one ‘back end’ to the next. This is part of the fun of weather forecasting, because the 
pattern repeats chaotically. It’s different every time,  

TRAJECTORY OF WARM MOIST AIR BROUGHT FROM THE PACIFIC TO NEW ZEALAND BY THE BACK END 
OF A DEPARTING HIGH.  

This diagram from the NOAA Air Resources Laboratory (http://www.arl.noaa.gov/) shows the track 
taken by air being directed onto New Zealand during the Manawatu floods of mid February 2004.  

Next time the wind swings around to the north-east, ask: Is this the backend of the high?  How rich is 
it?  Will it be followed by a trough, maybe one form the Pacific?   If the back end of the high builds 
over where I am, and a front comes my way too, will they clash and bring wet windy weather? A Pa-

cific Warrior doing battle?   When and where should I seek shelter? It’s a wor-
ry, this warrior of a wind from the Pacific! 

This article completes our look at the four cardinal winds and how they affect 
New Zealand. We’ve seen the north-west “dragon”, the south-west 
“albatross, the “olde man” southerly, and the Easterly eggbeater Now, let’s 
call the north-easterly the “Pacific Warrior --- or maybe the “Pacific Worrier”   

Tower of the winds, Athens By Joanbanjo -  

See commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=18715396 

============================================== 



VANUATU A GREAT PLACE TO CRUISE by Don Brazier 

Port Vila - Rhinoceros coconut beetle, chocolate & Nous fruits 

 

My wife Denise and I spent three and a half months cruising on our sailing 
catamaran in Vanuatu during the last NZ Winter and had a great time. It is a 
relatively poor country consisting of about eighty islands spread in a chain 
over 700 nautical miles. There have been earthquakes, cyclones and volcan-
ic eruptions over the years but the people, largely Melanesians are very resil-
ient. The tourism industry is gaining momentum but it is still a very unspoilt 
country with subsistent farming at the villages. 

 
During our previous Pacific voyages we have covered many miles and plac-
es, this time we decided to spend more time in less places and explore more 
locally and get to know folk better. It worked well. We found everyone both 
officials and locals very friendly. English and Bislama (Pidgin) is spoken in 
this region although some areas speak French and Bislama from the days of 
the English-French Condominium rule prior to independence in 1980.  
There were quite a large number of cruising boats here taking advantage of 
the moorings available for a fee in the sheltered bay adjacent to the main 
part of town. Most supplies are available and there is a boat yard with basic 
haul out facilities.  
 
At one stage the ARC Round the World Rally Boats sailed in too, large, ex-
pensive, mainly 45 to 55 foot keelers and catamarans lined up moored stern -
to along the dock frontage, only a few steps away from a couple of handy 
bars and restaurants. They were having a quick break before rushing on 
round the World! 
T 
The Island Cruising Rally from NZ spent some time here in September after 
sailing from Tonga then Fiji before leaving Port Vila for Noumea. 
 
Port Vila is a small town, fairly compact and spread largely along the edge of 
the harbour.  It has a slightly run down look but then this is a poor country 
and what is lacking in affluence is more than made up in the cheerful, friend-
ly, honest people. They have little but no one hassles you and no beggars 
are to be seen.  The fruit and vegetable market has a huge variety of produce 
and a constant bustle of laughing, joking locals, except for Sunday when the 
large roofed area is empty and all cleaned. In contrast, to cater for the grow-
ing number of tourists, some boutique gift shops, duty free stores, coffee 
shops and bars and bistros have opened in between the large number of $2 
type shops and general stores. There is also a very good supermarket where 
all manner of imported and local foods can be purchased.  So we were not 
short of supplies.  A couple of local delicacies in the restaurants are coconut 
crab and flying fox - we fancied trying the crab but gave flying fox a miss! 
There was an excellent French boulangerie and patisserie. 
 
 

http://katipovoyaging.blogspot.com/2019/09/rhinoceros-coconut-beetle-chocolate.html


Transport is by a large number of aged diesel minibuses. Flag them down 
and squeeze on for a ride to anywhere in the town and suburbs for a fixed fee 
of approximately NZ $2.10. 
 
We visited the National Museum and a variety places in and around the 
town.  The museum had an interesting array of artefacts on display and was a 
good introduction to The Customs and history of Vanuatu.  We were enter-
tained by the guide in the art and importance of sand drawing and their use 
of hand crafted musical instruments. 
 
Constant activity on the waters of the harbour meant there was always some-
thing to watch when on board and many interesting conversations to be had 
with other cruisers often over a beer in the waterfront bar. Large cruise ships 
come in as Port Vila has a very deep area at the far end of the harbour where 
the cruise boats can come in fairly close and then the local boats ferry those 
passengers wishing to come ashore. 
 
There is a lot of foreign aid coming into the country.  A promenade has been 
established along the waterfront with pleasant landscaping, a market display-
ing and selling local handicrafts and a fancy playground for the piki-
ninis  (children). Currently under construction are improvements to the mar-
ket which will greatly improve the sanitation. 
 
There was a National holiday for Independence Day on 30 July celebrating 
the end of the British and French rule 39 years ago. There was a huge gather-
ing in Port Vila in a large park area.  There were speeches by officials, a mu-
sic festival and many food stalls. It was great to see so much family fun, eve-
ryone dressed in their best colourful clothes and many with small national 
flags on sticks poked into their tight curly hair. 
 
Before coming to Vanuatu I read with some concern of the presence of mos-
quito borne diseases - Dengue Fever, Zika Virus, Chikungunya and in the 
northern islands Malaria.  The good news is that we only saw one mosquito 
while in Vanuatu - and we killed that one!  There may be more mosquitoes in 
the summer months ? Also from a general health point of view we noticed 
that very few local people seem to smoke cigarettes and do not have the obe-
sity problem seen in parts of Polynesia. 

 
Our original sailing plans near Port Vila were 
thwarted by a serious infestation of Rhinoceros  
beetle in the Havannah Harbour region where we 
had hoped to sail with friends who had flown up 
from New Zealand for a couple of weeks.  The 
whole area was closed to cruising boats and on 
shore the army manned road blocks to ensure no 
potentially infected produce was moved out of the 

region. 
 
However we instead spent some time in Mele Bay, a delightful spot with a ma-
rine reserve nearby with great snorkelling and diving. There was also a small 



beach bar where an excellent fire dancing display was shown most Friday 
evenings.  The performers were all local village residents and they even set 
up a trapeze frame supported by a couple of palm trees on which they per-
formed acrobatic feats.  A very impressive show. 
 
We hired a car for one day and drove around the whole of Efate Island.  The 
road was not too bad but one had to keep a weather eye out for potholes.  We 
visited the Reef Zoologique which had a turtle conservation and breeding 
programme.  In addition we saw native iguanas, flying foxes, crabs including 
the very large amazing coconut crabs which starts life in the sea for about 
ten years before moving onto land in the bush near the beaches. 

 
 
Two locals with a coconut crab  
 
 
 
The Secret Garden is a place worth a visit, not 
too far from Port Vila.  Besides the plants there 
is much information about the history of Vanua-
tu from the earliest days of the contact with Eu-

ropeans and the old established customs.   To our surprise they also had a 
snake about two metres long, one of the two species native to Vanuatu, 
which was amenable to being handled. It is like a Boa constrictor. We were 
told when holding it that it just likes the warmth of your skin as it slides 
around your neck and means no harm! 
 
We enjoyed shopping in the Port Vila market, which has a vast array of local 
produce on sale.  We bought two fruits which we had not eaten before.  The 
chocolate fruit, like a giant persimmon, has a dark paste inside when ripe 
which the locals spread on bread. It looks like chocolate and has a slightly 
similar taste. The nous fruit is like a mango but better - we will be buying both 
again! 

 
After our time in the Port Vila region and Efate Island we set sail for Epi and 
other Islands to the North to learn more about village life and maybe see a 
dugong , which we did ! 

Don Brazier 


