
OVID 19 update  

South Pacific remains closed, but places such as Tasmania are slowly opening   

See https://www.noonsite.com/news/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-special-procedures-being-introduced-in-ports-of-entry-

worldwide/  

May 2020 

Can  now  gather up to  100 
so AGM in ON Monday 8 
June at Richmond Yacht 
Club starting 7:30pm Be on 
your toes.  

As for a bar-will be needed to  
be seated and served  

FINANCIAL members are allowed to vote and elect our new committee.  
A copy of Annual report has been sent to all members and may be downloaded 
at  https://cananz.mobilize.io/main/groups/21444/outreach  

If you wish your apology to be recorded please email it to  
bob.mcdavitt@hotmail.com  

After the AGM, Stephen Plank of “Close 
Encounters” 

Will tell us tales about his travels 
around the South Pacific last year 

https://www.noonsite.com/news/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-special-procedures-being-introduced-in-ports-of-entry-worldwide/
https://www.noonsite.com/news/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-special-procedures-being-introduced-in-ports-of-entry-worldwide/
https://cananz.mobilize.io/main/groups/21444/outreach


Jetstreams 

Jetstreams are rivers of wind found in the upper atmosphere where jets fly. They snake 

eastwards around the earth faster the earth’s normal eastward rotation, and often 

looks like large waves moulded by passing troughs, and sometimes can have small 

buckles that play with the weather below. 

 

On average, there are TWO mains jetstreams affecting NZ weather-- the polar jet that is 

sometime south of us and sometime on top of us, especially when we have passing troughs. The other is 

a subtropical yet, sometime just to north of us, but sometimes on top of us, especially when anything 

come to NZ from the tropics. 

 

The location of the jet stream is extremely important for aviation. Flying with the Jetstream 
can cut the trip time by over one-third, from. Not only does it cut time off the flight, it also 
nets fuel savings for the airline industry.  
Associated with jet streams is a phenomenon known as clear-air turbulence (CAT), caused 
by vertical and horizontal wind shear near jet streams. CAT is strongest on the cold air side 
of the jet, next to and just under the axis of the jet. Clear-air turbulence often causes aircraft 
to shake and sometimes to plunge downwards, which is risky.  
 

An interesting feature that occasionally occurs with jet streams are what we call Omega Blocks. These is 

when the jet splits into a pattern that looks like the greg capital letter “Omega” (maybe an upside down 

omega in the southern hemisphere. They are caused by two cut-off lows and a blocked high in between , 

staying in places for days , sometimes a week or more  

 
(thanks to www.weather.gov/jetstream/basic for this image - the website also describes other basic 

jetstream patterns, including the REX BLOCK: an interesting pattern that has, in part, upper easterly 

winds- rather rare) 



You can check the current state of the jetstream via the Internet. The easy way is to load windy.com. 

There is an altitude bar at bottom right – toggle the pointer to around 300-250 maybe 200mb/hPa for 

the best looking jetstream map. And at around 850 to 700 mb/hPa to get the best “steering field’ 

500hPa gives a mix of steering and jetstream positions. 

Of course, weather forecasts can change in the mix of pattern and chaos which makes weather-

watching so interesting. 

 

Jetstreams can tell us about development (invigoration) and decay (weakening) of surface weather.  

In the southern hemisphere, expect development at the surface slightly north of a jetstream-entrance 

and south of jetstream-exit. Expect decay at the surface slightly south of a jetstream-entrance and 

north of a jetstream-exit. 

 

 

 

Image shows a windy.com snapshot of a subtropical  NW  to  SW jetstream over NZ (yellow colour) and 

zones of surface decay and development. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SAILING WEATHER 
Sailing Hazards (https://www.metlink.org/other-weather/weather-hazards/sailing-weather/) 
 
Sailing is one of the most weather-dependent sports. Unfortunately, wind is not just a useful source of 
power for sailing craft but also a hazard. Strong winds can capsize boats, either directly or in combina-
tion with the waves they may produce. 
The wind is never steady. It always fluctuates between gusts of higher wind speed and lulls that may 
be so light as to be near calm. However, sudden increases of wind on a larger scale sometimes occur. 
These are called squalls and are often associated not only with strong, gusty wind but also with heavy 
rain. 
The importance of any hazard varies with the skill level of the crew, the type of boat and the kind of 
sailing being undertaken. For example, a novice crew in a small boat may underestimate wind strength 
before setting off. This is an easy mistake to make, especially if they are launching from a relatively 
sheltered location. Sailors who are more experienced are unlikely to be caught out like this but are still 
vulnerable in other ways.  
 
Hard sailing, especially in colder conditions, can tire a crew very quickly. Exhaustion or exposure can 
creep up on them before they know what is happening. For example, a dinghy crew might be having 
great fun practicing sailing across the wind, only to find when they feel they have had enough that 
they do not have the reserves of energy for a long struggle upwind or a tricky run downwind. 
These days, yachtsmen do not have to rely on old folklore or gamble on good weather. All sailors 

should pay attention to weather forecasts. These are available 
through radio, television, the internet and other means of broad-
casting. 
 
The particular forecast that is most appropriate depends on the 
kind of sailing being planned. The shipping forecast broadcast on 
the radio is perhaps the most useful to offshore sailors. The terms 
used in it are precisely defined, and the information that is includ-
ed in it on movements of weather systems is very useful to any-
one with a deeper than average understanding of meteorology. 
 
Two possible hazards are not often mentioned in weather fore-
casts for sailors but usually are in forecasts for land areas: 
One of these is lightning, though the possibility of its occurrence 
may be indicated indirectly in a forecast or station report as 
‘thundery showers’. In fact, lightning is not such a risk to sailors 
as it might at first appear. Boats are surrounded by a verygood 

conductor of electricity – water – and unless the boat suffers a direct hit, which is unlikely, the current 
is dissipated much more quickly than on land. 
 
The other neglected hazard is exposure to sunlight and sunburn. Sailors are at particular risk for two 
reasons. First of all, yachtsmen can get an increased dose of sunlight because of reflections from the 
water. Secondly, they may not notice this because the wind will make them feel cool and unaware 
they are ‘cooking’. Many a sailor has returned to work on a Monday morning with a ‘yachtsman’s 
tan’ (from the neck up!). This might seem a nice problem to have, but all sailors should note the         
example of the America’s Cup crews, who often display extremely colourful sun cream to protect 
against harmful solar radiation 
 
Shipping forecasts are currently updated and broadcast four times a day. In shipping forecasts, wind is 
given in knots, aimed at a height of ten metres averaged over a ten-minute period.  

https://www.metlink.org/other-weather/weather-hazards/sailing-weather/

